
高一朗讀Article 1 

Hot Spring Fever 

Although winter is nearly over, you can still enjoy hot springs. Soaking in a hot spring is 
just the answer for people who are looking to warm up, relieve tension, or soothe skin. There 
are more than 100 hot springs across the island for people to experience and enjoy. As a 
result, hot spring spas have become some of Taiwan’s greatest tourist attractions. Beitou, 
Yangmingshan, Gruanziling in Tainan, and Sichongxi in Pintung County are known as the 
four main not spring areas in Taiwan. 
 

It is not uncommon to see people going for a dip in roadside pools of hot water. For 
those more serious about soaking, Green Island is home to one of the world’s three seabed 
hot springs. There, milk-colored water flows out of the ocean floor and blends with the salt 
seas of the Pacific Ocean. 

 
Taiwan’s hot springs offer many health benefits. Soaking in the hot mineral water is 

believed to increase energy levels as well as help treat exhaustion, skin problems, and sore 
muscles. It goes without saying it is the ultimate way to relieve stress. 

 
Hot springs have become a big part of Taiwanese culture thanks to the Japanese. It was 

during Japanese rule that hot spring baths began to boom in Taiwan. While people in Taiwan 
enjoy an occasional mud bath, our neighbors to the north have more creative options. One 
Japanese resort feels that red wine isn’t just for drinking. They believe that it restores the 
body, so they offer people a chance to soak in it. If you are tempted to taste some of the red 
water, don’t because the spa has a 12-foot bottle of wine for drinking. 
 

The resort also offers a green tea bath that is good for your skin and helps your body 
combat sickness. It even has a sake bath that targets age spots and freckles. Just in case you 
need to wake yourself up after all that relaxing, a coffee bath will stimulate even the sleepiest 
of souls. On Valentine’s Day, dessert is served to you in a chocolate bath, which attracts a lot 
of visitors. 

 
Whatever type you fancy, nothing beats warming up with a dip in a hot spring. 

Moreover, many hot springs are just a stone’s throw from Taipei. 
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Life of Pi 

A peaceful journey to a new land takes a terrible turn when the ship that a young Indian 
boy, Pi, and his family are on starts to sink. Pi is lucky enough to make it to a lifeboat. 
However, that luck is mixed because the lifeboat already has a passenger -- a huge Bengal 
tiger. To save his own life, it looks like Pi will also have to risk it. Thus begins the story and 
new movie Life of Pi. 
 

The film of the award-winning book Life of Pi is directed by Taiwan's Ang Lee. In fact, 
parts of the movie were filmed in Taichung and Kenting. Lee decided to film the movie in 3-
D, but it wasn't just for big special effects. By using 3-D, he says he hopes to put the 
audience in the emotional space of the characters. 

 
More than 3,000 actors auditioned to play Pi, but Lee decided to cast Suraj Sharma, an 

unknown seventeen-year-old Indian student, for this role. In Sharma, Lee believes he has 
found an actor with "the innocence to capture our attention and the depth of character to 
break our hearts." 

 
Lee's movie Life of Pi is based on a popular novel of the same name. Written by Yann 

Martel, the novel was turned down by several publishers at first. When it was finally 
published in 2001, it was a huge success. Not only did it become a best seller, but it also won 
the Man Booker Prize for Fiction and the Asian/Pacific American Award for Literature. 
 

Martel has said that he wrote Life of Pi because he was lonely and searching for 
direction in his life. He traveled to India and spent more than thirteen months visiting 
different places, many of which ended up appearing in the novel. Martel also explores many 
different complex themes in this novel, including the importance of faith and the powerful 
instinct to survive. 

 
Perhaps Ang Lee sums up Life of Pi best when he says that it is "an adventure of hope, 

wonder, survival, spirituality, and faith." By bringing this moving story to the screen in 3-D, 
Lee has created a film that is a treat for the eyes and an adventure for the soul. 
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Checking In: Fun or Fuss 
As you sit down for a meal at your favorite Italian restaurant, you pull out your 

smartphone to see what's happening on Facebook. A friend's status grabs your attention: 
"Michael T. is at Pizza Pizza." What a surprise! So are you! You spot him across the room 
and wave hello, and he joins you at your table. If Michael hadn't checked in online, you 
might have had to dine alone. 

 
Checking in, also known as "geotagging", has become all the rage. Using check-in 

services such as those offered by Facebook, Yelp, and Foursquare, people can let friends 
know whenever they visit a restaurant, shop, or landmark. At present, nearly 20 percent of 
smartphone users regularly make use of check-in services, and this number continues to 
grow. 

 
Where are people checking in? Some of the locations with the most check-ins are New 

York's Times Square, a nightclub in Russia, and the Tokyo Dome. Many other sports 
stadiums and concert venues also made the most-popular list. Shopping seems to be a 
favorite activity, too, with malls and outdoor markets appearing at the top of check-in lists 
for cities around the world. 

 
Many smartphone users are taking advantage of the benefits that checking in provides. 

For example, some stores will offer you a discount for checking in, and you might even be 
offered a free drink or side dish through a restaurant's check-in program. In addition, 
knowing when friends are out and about in the same part of town can make getting together 
even easier. 

 
Although millions of smartphone users enjoy checking in online, some are concerned 

that it poses safety risks. For example, some criminals have been reported to plan robberies 
by using location services to learn when a person is away from home. What's more, even if 
you've said no to geotagging, you may still be participating in it because some services allow 
users to check in their friends without permission. Clearly, safety and privacy are concerns to 
take seriously when it comes to using a check-in service. 
 

In the end, the control of private information is in each person's hands. With the right 
safety settings in place, checking in can provide a fun, positive way to save money and 
interact with friends online. 
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